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The morning after, a stranger in my bed, and an hour-long 
conversation that changed my life for good.

After a SOLD-OUT season and forthcoming publication with 
Australian Plays, this all-too-real queer debut by Jacob Parker 
arrives at La Mama Courthouse this April for a limited one-week 
season. This Genuine Moment is an intimate slice of queer hook-
up culture that shows that young queer people spend so much 
of their life coming up with falseness to conceal their identity. 
But what if one conversation with a stranger allowed you to be 
honest - the opportunity to finally admit the truth to yourself?

“This was one of the most human moments I’ve ever experienced in a 
theatre, and will very likely have a spot in my top 5 for the year” 

– Theatre Travels

This Genuine Moment is a real conversation between two men 
who have spent much too long living a life that isn’t theirs. 
Whether it’s using the term ‘partner’ as a false ambiguity for 
straight people in your workplace or taking 5kg off of your body 
weight on Grindr to be a ‘Jock’ – we live in a world where being 
false is the new trend. Jacob takes the awkwardly hilarious hook-
up scenario we all know too well but shows us what happens 
when we confront ourselves and the truth in these moments.

Joining the cast as ‘L’ for this season is Melbourne actor, Ilai 
Swindells (Triple J Presenter & Lead of 100% Wolf), who could 
not believe how well the play had captured his experience. 
Returning to the role of ‘R’ (and his hometown of Melbourne) is 
NIDA graduate Tom Dawson, who will be making his independent 
debut since graduating last year.

This Genuine Moment is a universal reminder that connection 
with others, whether fleeting or lasting, is how we, as humans, 
develop and grow. It is taking control of our contemporary queer 
narratives to make them positive, inclusive, and to leave a lasting 
impression.

“Parker has crafted an honest, funny, not always satisfying, but thoroughly 
engaging play.” – 4 STARS from State of The Art
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La Mama is f inancial ly assisted by the Austral ian Government through the Austral ia Council – i ts arts funding and advisory body, Restart Investment to Sustain and Expand (RISE) 
Fund - an Austral ian Government init iat ive, the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria, and the City of Melbourne through the Arts and Creative Partnerships Program .  We 
are grateful to al l  our philanthropic partners and donors, advocates, volunteers, audiences, art ists and our entire community as we work towards the La Mama rebuild. Thank you!

https://lamama.com.au/whats-on/midsumma-2021/this-genuine-moment/

